Februaty 10, 2022
Fremont, California
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of ALAMEDA COUNTY WATER DISTRICT
FINANCING AUTHORITY (ACWDFA) was held on February 10, 2022, at the hour of 5:30
P.M.
Due to COVID-19 and in accordance with Assembly Bill 361, which modifies Government Code
Section 54953, this meeting was conducted by Zoom Webinar and Teleconference, and members
of the public were invited to participate.
Present: Directors Paul Sethy, Aziz Akbari, James Gunther, Judy Huang, Anjali Lathi, and John
Weed
Officers present: President Weed, Treasurer Jonathan Wunderlich, and Secretary Gina Markou
President John Weed presided.
The Salute to the Flag was performed.
3 - PUBLIC COMMENTS - None
4 - CONSENT CALENDAR
A motion was made by Director Gunther seconded by Director Huang to approve the following
items on the Consent Calendar.
4.1

Approval of Minutes - Regular Board Meeting of January 13, 2022

The motion was passed by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT

Directors Sethy, Akbari, Gunther, Huang, Lathi, and Weed
None
None

5 - ACTION CALENDAR
5.1

CONSIDER AND REAFFIRM RESOLUTION NO. 22-001 MAKING FINDINGS
PURSUANT TO ASSEMBLY BILL 361 THAT THE PROCLAIMED STATE OF
EMERGENCY CONTINUES TO IMP ACT THE ABILITY TO MEET SAFELY IN
PERSON

Mr. Wunderlich reported that Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361) amended Government Code Section
54953 to allow legislative bodies to continue to meet remotely during a proclaimed state of
emergency provided certain conditions are met and certain findings are made. On January 13,
2022, the Board adopted Resolution No. 22-001 finding that the state of emergency associated
with the COVID-19 pandemic continues to directly impact the ability to meet safely in person,
and state or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social
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distancing. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(3), the Board must reaffirm those
findings. Resolution No. 22-001 was attached to the staff rep011.
On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom declared a State of Emergency for the state of California
due to COVID-19. Shortly thereafter, the Governor suspended certain provisions of the Ralph M.
Brown Act related to teleconferencing to allow legislative bodies to conduct public meetings
remotely, while still being accessible to the public, in order to help protect against the spread of
COVID-19, maximize social distancing, and protect the health and safety of the public. This
suspension expired September 30, 2021.

a

On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361) into law as urgency
legislation. AB 361 amends Government Code Section 54953 to allow legislative bodies to
continue to meet remotely during a proclaimed state of emergency provided certain conditions
are met and ce1tain findings are made.
The Finance Authority has held all its meetings remotely since the Governor's initial emergency
declaration due to COVID-19. On Januaiy 13, 2022, the Board adopted Resolution No. 22-001
making the necessmy findings to continue to hold public meetings virtually under AB 361.
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(3), the Board must reaffirm those findings.
In order to continue meeting vi1tually during the ongoing State of Emergency, the Boai·d will
continue to:
•
•
•
•
•

Ensure all virtual meetings ai·e open to the public and all persons are permitted to attend
and participate.
Provide notice and post agendas and vi1tual access information.
Conduct the virtual meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and constitutional
rights of the public.
Provide members of the public access to the meeting and an opp01tunity to address the
Board and provide comments in real time.
Suspend action on items in the meeting agenda in the event that there is a disruption in
the ability of the meeting to be broadcast to members of the public or the ability for
members of the public to comment.

a

The Board will monitor the ongoing situation and will consider and reaffirm the resolution
making these findings as appropriate to continue virtual meetings.
A motion was made by Director Gunther seconded by Director Akbari to consider and reaffirm
Resolution No. 22-001 making findings pursuant to AB 361 that the proclaimed state of
emergency continues to impact the ability to meet safely in person and state or local officials
continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing.
The motion was passed by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

Directors Sethy, Akbari, Gunther, Huang, Lathi, and Weed
None
None
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6- STAFF PRESENTATIONS
•

Mr. Wunderlich provided a status update on the State Revolving Fund Loan for the
Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project and other potential impacts on the proposed
2022 Debt Issuance.
Discussion ensued and staff responded to inquiries from the Board.

•

Mr. Darren Hodge, Director of PFM Financial Advisors, LLC provided an overview of
the proposed 2022 Debt Issuance. Discussion ensued.

Mr. Ken Nishimura, a resident of Fremont, commented on the presentation and was
supportive of the debt issuance.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 5:56 P.M.

Gina Markou, Secreta1y

D
/.Tohn H. Weed, President
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