
Landscape Maintenance and 
Tree Care During Drought

by CD-Charles Drechsler



Our goal is to preserve and protect our 
urban forest as a sustainable element in 
the regional watershed, contributing to a 
complete and resilient community, while 

helping residents understand their options 
to mitigate tree removal, through proper 

tree selection, placement, and care.

Preserving Redwood City’s Urban Forest Together:



Please 
provide the 
approximate 
location of 
the trees (T), 
the home, 
property 
lines (P/L), 
known 
utilities 
(Water, 
Sewer, Gas), 
plus any 
replanting 
locations.
Show all 
trees on the 
property. 

Plot Plan Form (Site Address):

______________________
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What to expect 
from a tree:

 Trees need light, clean air, water, and a healthy volume of soil.
 Trees branch out, and spread roots beyond their shadow. 
 Trees start with a tap root as an anchor while larger sinker, lateral 

and structural roots grow to reach beyond the drip-line.
 A tree canopy can be small, tall, narrow or wide at maturity.
 Trees protect us from the sun, wind, and rain.  Trees provide shade 

(natural cooling), privacy and green screening (reducing wind & 
retaining home heat), and capture rain and run-off (stabilizing soil 
& slopes, while conserving storm water run-off).   

 Trees give us fresh air, flowers, fruit, nuts, and habitat for 
pollinators, birds, squirrels, and other local wildlife.

 Tree canopies can keep or lose their leaves annually, providing 
significant change in the shape, size and density of a landscape. 

 Trees can bring balance, and context to your landscape plan.
 Trees have buttressing root forms, supporting upright growth.
 Trees need good soil, with depth and breadth to thrive.
 Trees need protection within their critical root zone & canopy 

boundaries, to flourish in sustainable landscapes.

br
an

ch
es roots

Trees are good!
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BAWSCA Plant 
List 
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Recycled 
Water 
Plant List
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Discernable property lines

Discernable property lines

Critical

Caution

Concern
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Sweet 
Home

Chimney

Good Neighbor Guidelines
for Vegetation Maintenance
Trees: (plan for “size at maturity”)

o Small 
o Medium 
o Large
o Extra large

Shrubs:

Ground Cover:  Tall trees, 
large shrubs, vines
& ground covering

10-30’ 
clear

Medium trees
& small shrubs

30-50’
clear

50-100’
clear

For Safety & Visibility: 

Remove all leaves, trimmings & 
rubbish,

near home vents,
under eaves, in gutters,

and on the roof.

Small trees &
ground cover
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ACWD Drought Postcard
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