
Locate and Read Your Water Meter 

 
Locate Your Water Meter 
Generally, water meters are found near the curb in front of the home. You should easily be able to find your water 
meter by walking the property line in front of your home. The meter will be covered by a lid labeled "water" or "ACWD." 
If you have difficulty finding your meter, please call ACWD Customer Service and an ACWD representative will assist you 
in locating it. 
 
Read Your Water Meter 
A water meter measures the amount of water that you use, and is read every two months by a representative of 
Alameda County Water District. 

By being able to read your meter you can accurately measure your water use - determining how much water you use 
over a specific period of time (a day or week for instance), or in the performance of a single job (like watering the lawn). 

To do either task, simply record the reading on the meter at the start of the period (or start of the job) and then record 
the reading at the end of the period or job. Make certain that no one else in the house or yard is using water during the 
test, or the results will be invalid. The difference between the two readings tells you how many cubic feet of water you 
used. A cubic foot is equal to 7.5 gallons, so multiply by 7.5 to convert that figure to gallons. 

 
1. The "speedometer" type meter works like the odometer in your 

car...except it records cubic feet of water instead of miles travelled. The 
five-figure number shown on the meter gives you the starting and ending 
readings. 
(Example shown is 8,171 cubic feet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The "clock" style meter has six small dials. To get your reading, start with 
the dial marked 100,000 on the left. The pointer on the dial will be 
between two numbers. Record the smaller of these two numbers for the 
first digit of the reading. Going clockwise, follow the same procedure with 
the next four dials.  
(Example shown is 8,171 cubic feet) 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember, all readings are in cubic feet, so you must multiply by 7.5 to convert to gallons. 

Checking for leaks: 
The small pointer near the center of a "speedometer" meter or the one-foot dial (it's the one at the lower left) on the 
"clock" meter can be used to check for a leak in your home's water system. With all water turned off in the house, there 
should be no movement of the small pointer on the speedometer meter or any of the dials on the clock style meter. 

http://www.acwd.org/staff_directory.php5?contact=fin_cust_serv_general#fin

